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IN THE CLAIMS 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 - 2 (Cancelled) 

3. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 21 wherein the magnets are permanent magnets. 
4-6 (Cancelled) 

7. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in claim 21 wherein the latch device includes _a 
moving device actuated by the actuator for moving the moveable magnet. 

8. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 7 wherein there is provided a retention 
arrangement for temporarily retaining the moveable magnet following movement thereof by the 
moving device. 

9. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in claim 8-7 further including wherein the actuator is 
part of a user acce ss ibl e-slider mechanism which is coupled to the moving device. 
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10. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 9 wherein the slider mechanism includes an 
engagement element to engage with the latch member and move the latch member against the 
biasing effect of the biasing device. 

11. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in claim 10 wherein the biasing device is a spring T 
which biases the latch member to the non latching position. ^ 

12. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in claim 9 wherein the s l i der mechanism includes a 
user accessible actuat i ng element, which actuator is moveable to unlatch the latch, the actuating 
e l ement actiiator being moveable in the direction in which a closure element, such as a window, is 
moveable toward an open position. 

13. (Previously Presented) he device as claimed in claim 21 wherein the device is of a construction 
that is attachable to the vertical side of a sliding sash of a window whereby when the sash is moved 
to its closed position the latch device self actuates under the action of the magnets, thereby locking 
the sash into the closed position. 

14. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in claim 13 in combination with a hung window sash 
wherein-a-_said self latching device is attached to or mounted with each vertical side of the hung 
sash. 

15-18 (Cancelled) 

19. (Previously Presented) The window sash as claimed in claim 22 wherein one magnet is movable to 
a position where it is repulsed by the other magnet and thereby driven into a retainer. 
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20. (Cancelled) 

21. (Currently Amended) A self latching device for securing a first member w ith respect to a second 
member, the first member being moveable with respect to the second member, the s elf latching 
device including: 

a s tri ke configured to be mounted on the second member: 

a latch member configured to be mounted on the first member, the latch mem ber being 
movable between a latching position in which the latch member extends from a body of 
the latching device so as to engage the strike -and a retracted nen- non - latching positiom 
the latch member when in the latching position being engaged with a strike n 
a biasing device to bias the latch member into one of said la t ch ing and non-latching 
positions; and 

magnets for moving the latch member into the o the r o f said latching and non late h-mg 
positions, the magnets including a fixed_magnet associated with the strike and a moveable 
magnet associated with the latch member, one of said magnets is fixed in position and the 
other is moveable, the moveable magnet being moveable in a direction transverse to the 
direction in which the latch member moves between the latching and non-latching 
positions : and 

r- an actuator mechanically linked to the moveable magnet to cause movement of the 
moveable magnet out of alignment with the fixed magnet to allow movement of the latch 
member from the latchin g position to the non-latching position. 

22. (Currently Amended) A window sash mounted for vertical sliding movement in a frame^ the sash 
including vertical side elements in each of which is located a self latching latch device which has 
includes: 

a latch member moveable between a latching position and a non-latching position^ the 
latch member, when in the latching position, extending from a body of the latch device 
tob eing engaged in a strike located with a portion of the frame which is adjacent the 
vertical side element of the sash; 7 
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a biasing device to bias the latch member into o ne o f said l atching and non-latching 
positions; T 



tagnets associated with the latch member for moving the latch member into 






-to effect movement of the latch member from its la tching position 




attr action between the magnets and the actuator being mechanically linked to a moving 
device for causing movement of the moveable magnet, thereby causing a misalignment of 
the two magnets allovving a shearing action bet ween the- magne ts to o ccur whereby the 
latch member can be moved to move to the non-latching position. 



23. (Currently Amended) The window sash as claimed in claim 19 wherein the operating 
element actuator is part of a slider mechanism operable to unlatch the latch device. 

24. (Previously Presented) The window sash as claimed in claim 23 wherein the slider mechanism 
includes an engagement element to engage with the latch member and move the latch member 
against the biasing effect of the biasing device. 

25. (Currently Amended) The window sash as claimed in claim 24 wherein the biasing device is a 
spring , which biase s the latch member to a non latch i ng pos i tion.^ 

26. (Currently Amended) A window sash as claimed in claim 24 wherein one of said magnets is fixed 




in positi o n and the other is movab l e , the movable magnet be+ng-is_movable in a direction transverse 
to the direction in which the latch member moves between the latching and non-latching positions. 

27. (Previously Presented) The window sash of claim 26 wherein the magnets are permanent magnets. 

28. (Cancelled) 
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29. (Previously Presented) The window sash as claimed in claim 28 wherein the latch device includes 
a moving device for moving the movable magnet. 

30. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in claim 21 wherein the strike includes a plurality of 
pockets or recesses into a selected one of which the fixed magnet can be located. 

31. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in claim 2JL3Q wherein the strike- fixed ma gent is 
located in a carriage which is adjustably mounted in the strike. 

32. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in claim 34)— 3 1 wherein there is provided a 
disengagable locating arrangement for locating the carriage in an adjusted position. 

33. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 32 wherein the strike is a moulded one piece 
body in which the carriage is mounted, the body incorporating clips for clip mounting of the strike 
in an opening window frame. 

34. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 7 wherein the moving device includes a 
rack and toothed gear drive coupling the slider mechanism to a magnet carrier. 

35. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 34 wherein the toothed gear includes a 
spigot slidingly engaged with a curved guide of the slider mechanism to translate sliding movement 
of the slider mechanism into a rotary motion of the toothed gear. 

36. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 7 wherein the moving device is a disk 
mounted for rotary movement, the disk having at least one spigot engaged with a profiled guide in 
the slider mechanism whereby sliding movement of the slider mechanism is translated into rotary 
movement of the disk. 

37. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 36 wherein the disk includes a further 
spigot engaged in a slot in a slidingly mounted magnet pusher. 
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38. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in claim 36-37 wherein the movable magnet is 
movably located in a recess into which the pusher locates whereby movement of the slider 
mechanism is transmitted to the pusher to move the movable magnet in the recess. 

39. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in claim 37-8_wherein the retain er retention 
arrangement is an angled recess communicating with the recess in which movable magnet is moved 
by the pusher, the angled recess being located at or near the limit of movement of the pusher. 

40. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 38 wherein the slider mechanism is biased 
by a slider mechanism biasing device to return to the position from which it has moved to effect 
unlatching of the device. 

41. (Previously Presented) The device as claimed in claim 32 wherein the slider mechanism biasing 
device is a spring. 

42. (New) A window sash mounted for vertical sliding movement in a frame, the sash including 
vertical side elements in at least one of which is located a self latching latch device which 
includes: 

a latch member movable between a latching position in which the latch member is positioned to 
extend from a body of the latching device so as to engage a strike located with a portion of the frame 
which is adjacent the vertical side element of the sash and a retracted non-latching position; 

a biasing device to bias the latch member into said non-latching position; 

a moveable magnet associated with the latch member for moving the latch member into said 
latching position, by attraction between the moveable magnet and a cooperating magnet associated with 
the strike, the moveable magnet being moveable in a direction transverse to the direction in which the 
latch member moves between the latching and non-latching positions; and 

an actuator mechanically linked to a moving device for causing movement of the moveable 
magnet, thereby causing a misalignment of the two magnets allowing movement of the latch member 
from the latching position to the non-latching position. 
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